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NoTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at
McConnell Air Force Base. In his remarks, he
referred to Vicki Tiahrt, wife of Representative
Todd Tiahrt of Kansas.

Remarks at the Boys & Girls Club of
South Central Kansas—21st Street
Club in Wichita

June 15, 2007

The President. 1 have come to this fan-
tastic facility to, first of all, thank the people
that have supported the programs that exist
here. I like the idea of mentors reaching out
to children to set good examples and to en-
courage them to achieve big goals in life. And
that’s what happens here in this Boys and
Girls Club in Wichita. This is a place where
dreams are fostered and skills are given so
that people can realize their dreams.

This is a community-based program. It
gets some help from the government, but it
gets a lot of help from the local community.
And I think it’s very important for the people
of Wichita to support program such as this—
after all, we can change our country one
heart and one soul at a time. So I'm really
pleased to be here. It's a beautiful facility
full of beautiful people.

And so thank you for giving me a chance
to come by and say hello. Yes, you won an
award didn’t you?

Ciera Ivy. Yes.
The President. What award did you win?
Ms. Ivy. Youth of the Month.

The President. Youth of the Month.
That’s good. Congratulations to you.

Ms. Ivy. Thank you.

The President. I want to thank the coun-
selors who are here and all the adults that
are working with the boys and girls.

Anyway, nice to see you all. Thanks for
coming by. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployments of
United States Combat-Equipped
Armed Forces Around the World

June 15, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administration
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress informed about
deployments of U.S. combat-equipped
Armed Forces around the world. This sup-
plemental report covers operations in sup-
port of the war on terror and Kosovo.

THE WAR ON TERROR

Since September 24, 2001, I have re-
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-40
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com-
bat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters,
which began on October 7, 2001, and the
deployment of various combat-equipped and
combat-support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central, Pacific, European
(KFOR), and Southern Command areas of
operation in support of those operations and
of other operations in our war on terror.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to self-
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and in-
terests. Such measures may include short-no-
tice deployments of special operations and
other forces for sensitive operations in var-
ious locations throughout the world. It is not
possible to know at this time either the pre-
cise scope or duration of the deployment of
U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter the
terrorist threat to the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the as-
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support
to al-Qaida. These operations have been suc-
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qaida’s
training capabilities. United States Armed
Forces, with the assistance of numerous coa-
lition partners, ended the Taliban regime and
are actively pursuing and engaging remnant

al-Qaida and Taliban fighters in Afghanistan.
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The total number of U.S. forces in Afghani-
stan is approximately 25,945, of which ap-
proximately 14,340 are assigned to the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in
Afghanistan. The U.N. Security Council au-
thorized the ISAF in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1386 of December 20, 2001, and
has reaffirmed its authorization since that
time, most recently, for a 12-month period
from October 13, 2006, in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1707 of September 12,
2006. The mission of the ISAF under NATO
command is to assist the Government of Af-
ghanistan in creating a safe and secure envi-
ronment that allows reconstruction and the
reestablishment of Afghan authorities. Cur-
rently, all 26 NATO nations contribute to the
ISAF. Twelve non-NATO contributing coun-
tries also participate by providing military
and other support personnel to the ISAF.

The United States continues to detain sev-
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters
who are believed to pose a continuing threat
to the United States and its interests. The
combat-equipped and combat-support forces
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area
of operations since January 2002 continue to
conduct secure detention operations for the
enemy combatants at Guantanamo Bay.

The U.N. Security Council authorized a
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under
unified command in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004. In
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1637 of
November 8, 2005, the Security Council,
again noting the Iraqi government’s request
to retain the presence of the MNF, extended
the MNF mandate for a period ending on
December 31, 2006. In U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1723 of November 28, 2006,
the Security Council extended the MNF
mandate until December 31, 2007. Under
Resolutions 1546, 1637, and 1723, the mis-
sion of the MNF is to contribute to security
and stability in Iraq. These contributions
have included assisting in building the capa-
bility of the Iraqi security forces and institu-
tions as the Iraqi people drafted and ap-
proved a constitution and established a con-
stitutionally elected government. The U.S.
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contribution to the MNF is approximately
153,553 military personnel.

In furtherance of our efforts against terror-
ists who pose a continuing and imminent
threat to the United States, our friends and
allies, and our forces abroad, the United
States continues to work with friends and al-
lies in areas around the globe. These efforts
include the deployment of U.S. combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to assist
in enhancing the counterterrorism capabili-
ties of our friends and allies. United States
combat-equipped and combat-support forces
continue to be located in the Horn of Africa
region, and U.S. forces conducted air and
sea-launched strikes against al-Qaida targets
in Somalia.

In addition, the United States continues
to conduct maritime interception operations
on the high seas in the areas of responsibility
of all of the geographic combatant com-
manders. These maritime operations have
the responsibility to stop the movement,
arming, or financing of international terror-
ists.

NATO-LED KOSOVO FORCE (KFOR)

As noted in previous reports regarding
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security
Council authorized Member States to estab-
lish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1244 of June 10, 1999.

The original mission of KFOR was to mon-
itor, verify, and when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical
Agreement (MTA) between NATO and Ser-
bia (formerly the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia), while maintaining a safe and secure
environment. Today, KFOR deters renewed
hostilities and, with local authorities and
international police, contributes to the main-
tenance of a safe and secure environment
that facilitates the work of the United Na-
tions Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, there are 24 NATO nations
contributing to KFOR. Eleven non-NATO
contributing countries also participate by
providing military personnel and other sup-
port personnel to KFOR. The U.S. contribu-
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 1,584 U.S.
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military personnel, or approximately 10 per-
cent of KFOR’s total strength of approxi-
mately 15,498 personnel.

The U.S. forces have been assigned to the
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining
a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task. The KFOR operates
under NATO command and control and
rules of engagement. The KFOR coordinates
with and supports UNMIK at most levels;
provides a security presence in towns, vil-
lages, and the countryside; and organizes
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro-
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis-
putes, and help instill in the community a
feeling of confidence.

In accordance with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1244, UNMIK continues to trans-
fer additional competencies to the Kosovo
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government,
which includes the President, Prime Min-
ister, multiple ministries, and the Kosovo As-
sembly. The UNMIK retains ultimate au-
thority in some sensitive areas such as police,
justice, and ethnic-minority affairs.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These
reviews provide a basis for assessing current
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans.
The UNMIK international police and the
Kosovo Police Service (KPS) have full re-
sponsibility for public safety and policing
throughout Kosovo. The UNMIK inter-
national police and KPS also have begun to
assume responsibility for guarding patrimo-
nial sites and established border-crossing
checkpoints. The KFOR augments security
in particularly sensitive areas or in response
to particular threats as needed.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pur-
suant to my constitutional authority to con-
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi-
cials of my Administration and I commu-
nicate regularly with the leadership and other

817

Members of Congress with regard to these
deployments, and we will continue to do so.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 9

In the morning, in Rome, Italy, the Presi-
dent had an intelligence briefing. Later, he
and Mrs. Bush went to Quirinale Palace. He
then met with President Giorgio Napolitano
of Ttaly.

Later in the morning, the President and
Mrs. Bush traveled to Vatican City where he
met with Pope Benedict XVI. Later, he and
Mrs. Bush and members of the U.S. delega-
tion met with the Pope. The President then
met with Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone of the Holy See.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Rome, Italy, where they
toured the Basilica of Santa Maria. Later, he
went to Chigi Palace where he met with
Prime Minister Romano Prodi of Italy. They
then had a working lunch.

Later in the afternoon, the President and
Mrs. Bush went to Villa Taverna where they
met with U.S. Embassy staff and their fami-
lies. Later, he met with former Prime Min-
ister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy.

June 10

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Tirana, Albania, where, at
the Palace of Brigades, they participated in
an arrival ceremony with President Alfred
Moisiu of Albania. He then met with Presi-
dent Moisiu.



